Concerns about Confidentiality and Privacy

Breaching confidentiality or violating privacy are common concerns for survivors of sexual violence. Often survivors
do not disclose sexual violence because they do not want anyone to know ! and they may feel that their
confidentiality may be breached by informal or formal sources.? For example, victims may have privacy concerns if
formal supports insist on contacting other support services. 3 Visibility and confidentiality concerns can be
prominent barriers among sexual violence survivors living in rural communities or ethno-specific communities.
Often they worry that once a formal support is contacted everyone in the community will know.* Some may worry
that private personal information such as sexual orientation will be revealed if they report sexual violence.®
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